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	UNITY COLLEGE  -  2008

PARENT / GUARDIAN 
RESULTS

	

	Seventy parents of a hundred and fourteen potential parents completed the survey, although three of these are suspected of having been completed by the child.  
A.  MY CHILD
	AGREE STRONGLY
	AGREE
	DISAGREE 
	DISAGREE STRONGLY

	My child is happy at school
	44%
	53%
	3%
	0

	My child is making progress at school
	40%
	54%
	3%
	3%

	My child is eager to go to school
	46%
	46%
	8%
	0

	My child is involved and interested in school activities 
	33%
	58%
	8%
	1%

	My child’s attitude and respect for teachers is good
	42%
	55%
	1.5%
	1.5%

	My child’s class teacher/s shows a good attitude and respect for him/her
	52%
	46%
	0
	2%

	My child’s therapist/s shows a good attitude and respect for him/her
	50%
	47%
	0
	3%

	My child is cared for in and out of the classroom
	40%
	54%
	3%
	3%

	The school keeps me informed of my child’s progress (IDP’s, reports, informal meetings)
	60%
	38%
	0
	2%

	I am easily able to approach the appropriate staff member/s about my child
	52%
	45%
	0
	3%

	My child is treated fairly by the staff
	46%
	50%
	1%
	3%

	My child feels safe and secure at school
	47%
	50%
	1.5%
	1.5%

	My child’s possessions are safe at school
	38%
	50%
	10%
	2%

	My child is being bullied at school 
	11%
	11%
	50%
	28%

	My child is given homework of appropriate nature and amount
	29%
	66%
	2.5%
	2.5%

	Teachers recognise students’ learning and attainment 
	46%
	51%
	0
	3%

	Comments, ideas or suggestions: 
· “Would like more sporting facilities (extra-murals)” x2
· Would like an improved computer room. 

· Kitchen improvement. 

· Trees and nice facilities. 

· More involvement with the parent, especially about the progress of the child. 

· “Cassie has excelled at Unity College – wonderful, caring teachers, thank you for all you have done.” 
· I think the plans cover most of what anyone could want! (need), upgraded workshops, proper sport facilities, playground, gymnasium, job-training etc.

· Hall for concerts. 

· Larger swimming pool x2

· More sporting equipment and events. 

· Newer computers. 

· “My child’s whole attitude and confidence level has changed in the three months he has been here. He now has a positive outlook in life and I must congratulate Mrs. Witt for a wonderful environment and caring school she has created. 

· I feel more progress could and should be made by my child and she could cope with a larger work load more aimed at stretching and achieving certain goals and achievements. Very little homework. Expectations and goals could be higher and more individualised. 
· My child is new to the school, so this is a first impression that I have given. 

· My child has been to many schools before coming to Unity. He has never been happier than he is now. 

· I suggest the school grounds be made more wheelchair assessable. 

· An excellent school for challenged children. 

· This outcome is strongly associated with our child’s teacher. Last year’s assessment would be more negative. 

· Alisha is new to the school, but so far so good! 

· My child is making huge, unprecedented progress since starting at Unity. 

· Some of the above depends on his mood. Some big children like to tease him. 

· The school can spend more time and resources on extra-curricular activities / functionality/ life skills etc. 

· Greater playground supervision. 
· The school has been able to fill a vacuum in the educational needs of our son and we are grateful for this. 

· No sport activities encouraged or offered, such as netball, tennis etc. 

· Bullying by a specific child – junior section of the school. 

	One parent wrote that they would not be completing the survey and would be under no obligation to do so.

	Interpretation: 
· The majority of parents are happy, with their child being at Unity College. 
· Areas that require attention would be the bullying, possessions being safe, the pupil survey and suggestion around having a locker needs to be considered and encouraging and respecting that each child is involved and interested in school activities. 

Goals: 

· Bullying is currently being addressed. 

	B.  THE SCHOOL


	AGREE STRONGLY
	AGREE
	DISAGREE
	DISAGREE STRONGLY

	The school has a good reputation within the special needs community 
	47%
	47%
	3%
	3%

	Parents speak well of the school
	45%
	48%
	4%
	3%

	As a parent/guardian I feel welcome and appropriately included 
	49%
	49%
	1%
	1%

	Administration queries are handled efficiently and effectively 
	51%
	47%
	0
	2%

	The school’s IDP process is of value
	59%
	38%
	1.5%
	1.5%

	Written reports on my child’s progress are clear, candid, comprehensive and constructive.
	54%
	43%
	0
	3%

	Good values are modelled through the people and activities at school
	49%
	49%
	2%
	0

	The school has good policies on such things as drugs, HIV etc.
	39%
	51%
	7%
	3%

	The Parent Teacher Association is active and makes a good contribution
	36%
	61%
	1.5%
	1.5%

	Discipline at the school is good
	38%
	58%
	1%
	3%

	The school is well led and run
	56%
	42%
	0
	2%

	The school handles crises well
	38%
	55%
	3.5%
	3.5%

	Management are good listeners and responsive
	44%
	51%
	2%
	3%

	Management is committed and has energy and drive to get things done
	37%
	60%
	1.5%
	1.5%

	Management is a source of information and advice on educational practice (special needs)
	40%
	56%
	3%
	1%

	The Governing Body does a good job
	42%
	57%
	1%
	0

	Comments:  (on anything not adequately covered above, or make suggestions for improvements)

· Toilet facilities for the senior students are insufficient. 

· To build a new school.

· The staff gave us confidence in our decision to send our son to the school and they should keep this up. 

· Separate high and junior school. I believe the babies need to be protected at play. Open grass areas for sufficient suitable play equipment and shade as well undercover areas for rainy days. 

· Classrooms to be sufficiently insulated for both summer and winter. Easy access to parking area. Perhaps a waiting class when 5 – 10 minutes late. Someone to look after juniors from 07h00 in the morning


	Comments (Cont)


	· Management has a great philosophy about the education of kids with mental handicap.
· We are new to the school, but from what we have observed and relative to our experience at other schools we are very impressed.

· I would like to see the kids doing more sport but I am not sure my child will participate so it is probably more a wish than a practicality. 

· School fees increase above the inflation rate. This is a problem for parents. 

·  IDP time should be increased from 30 minutes to at least 45 minutes.

· It is difficult to get school t-shirts and tracksuits for winter. Please get a new supplier where we can buy because winter is cold. 

· School should be bigger. 

· The school also provides supervised visits and camping to pupils, which are very valuable learning experiences for the pupils. 

· I would like to read more and help the teachers.

· Cannot comment on some of the issues because new to the school, however the drug policy is good, but day to day issues of handling HIV not adequately covered e.g. impact if care-giver at home dies from HIV, general safety in an emergency. 

· Discipline is too lenient as children are given concessions due to supposed lack of understanding and self-control. The world is not so understanding. They are required to fit in with society’s boundaries.

· Job opportunities are well presented and this I appreciate and congratulate the school on. Staff are exceptional!       

	C.  FACILITIES

Comment on what you would like to see with the new school.



	SPORTS:

· Bigger swimming pool – x9, so we do not have to go to other schools. 

· More sports, we have five school days but only two are used for sport. More sport on a regular basis x4. One parent commented that the sport must be appropriate for special needs. 

· Sports centre. 

· Bigger tennis court

· Bigger jungle gym

· Bigger cricket pitch

· Bigger basketball court
· Bigger soccer field. 

· Organised sport on a weekly basis for juniors, such as football, cricket to be held after school. 

· It would be nice if you could add more sports facilities. 

· Extra curricular activities x 2 to promote socialisation. 



	· CURRICULUM:
· Juniors / Intermediates:

· Music x 2 or dance lessons

· Ball skills

· Horse riding
· Seniors:  
· I feel that more time should be given to work experience and to vocational training. 

· Chef Assistant’s practical course should be run more professional to ensure learners have a good base how a real hotel kitchen works.
· I would appreciate a subject ‘general knowledge’ e.g. history, geography to be included in the curriculum in the new school – thank you!
· All:
· Proper kitchen for teaching cookery x2
· FACILITIES: 
· Trees and nice facilities. 
· A bigger hall x3
· Library / media centre

· Staff area / lounge.

· Enough space for the kids to run.

· Better facilities given to aftercare.

· Facilities where early comers can go should it be raining, cold (winter) etc. x2
· Easy accessibility for wheelchairs

· Better toilets and change rooms. 

· Cooler classrooms in summer and warmer in winter. Classrooms should be bigger with more rooms to accommodate children to stay over and to be taught more independence in their adult lives, of everyday living and taking care of themselves, with house mothers to oversee them.

· Spacious comfortable classrooms.
· Easy accessible classrooms.   
· Classroom for Office skills

· Adequate computer facilities, more computers
· Fully equipped workshop facilities for the senior courses. 

· Running water during school hours in the toilets. 

· Adequate security.
· Better facilities. 
· TRANSPORT: 
· New bus x2 “I would like to see a big bus to go on camp for longer.”

· IDP goals to be explored for each child to be educated to their best possible ability. 



	· SCHOOL CALENDAR: 
· Private school holidays
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